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WHAT DO YOU THINK, YUAN FANG?
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A JOURNEY INTO THE MANY LIVES OF THE LEGENDARY
DUTCH WRITER, SINOLOGIST AND DIPLOMAT
ROBERT VAN GULIK (1910 -1967) WHO REVIVED
THE JUDGE DEE STORIES.

Date: 21st of April 2013

Time: 14.00 - 15:.30

Venue: Minsheng Art Museum Shanghai
Address: bldg F, NO.570 West Huaihai Road
Tel: O21-6282 8729

Chinese and English
Open to dall - Free entrance

“What do you think Yuan Fang?” is the famous quote
from the Judge Dee TV series in which the semi
fictional judge from the Tang dynasty asks his
assistant for his opinion inciting him to think and look
further. The quote mobilized 2.5 million netizens in
China in October 2012, who applied this phrase in
contemporary situations.

The talk at the Minsheng Art museum, as part of the
literature series, will explore the writer behind the
original Judge Dee stories. Judge Dee was revived and
continued by a Dutch writer, sinologist and diplomat
named Robert van Gulik (1910 -1967) a fascinating
character who wrote extensively about Chinese
culture and remains a source of endless knowledge
and inspiration throughout the world today.

The interactive talk will explore the many lives of
Robert van Gulik and his special friendship with Judge
Dee mapping the impact of his work on Chinese
contemporary culture.

Featuring: Prof. Shi Ye (Shanghai Normal
University who started the course Robert van
Gulik and Chinese culture), Rob Rombout
(award winning filmmaker who is preparing
a film about Robert van Gulik), Marie-Anne
Souloumiac (Grand daughter of Robert van
Gulik and a founding member of the Robert
van Gulik NOW! committee).

Xinlin Song (Event Curator and Moderator)

An initiative of the Robert van Gulik NOW! committee
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